PERISCOPE. 


730 

prescribed. Von Firth has found the extract of value in patients 
suffering from delirium tremens, even where other narcotics, such 
as chloral, bromide of potassium, and opium, have failed. Seifert 
gave some to healthy individuals, and found that it was followed 
by marked soporific effects and some dilatation of pupil ; but no 
change was observed in the pulse or temperature, nor was there 
any salivation or increase of perspiration. Severe coughing at 
night in cases of phthisis was greatly relieved by the administra¬ 
tion of .25 of a gramme of the solid extract.— Berlin, klin. Woch- 
enschr., No. 29, 1883. 


PIPERIDIN AS AN ANAESTHETIC AND SEDATIVE. —W. FlieSS has 
shown that in cold-blooded animals (frogs) piperidin, in doses of one 
to two milligrammes, causes complete sensory paralysis with aboli¬ 
tion of reflexes, the motor nerves not being at all affected. The 
peripheral end-organs are first affected, then their nerves, then 
their nerve-centres. This anesthetic effect was much less marked 
in warm-blooded animals (rabbits), though some diminution of 
sensibility was noticed. The author reports the history of an ob¬ 
stinate case of vaginismus that was cured by the hypodermic in¬ 
jection of 0.02 grammes of piperidin.— Archiv f. Physiologie, 1883, 
p. 190. 


Paraldehyde. —Dr. Jos. Peretti reports his experience with 
this drug. He gave it to four healthy persons, and to thirty-two 
patients suffering from various forms of insanity. Peretti con¬ 
cludes that paraldehyde is not a specific against any_ of the 
morbid psychoses, nor a good quieting agent in conditions of 
chronic maniacal excitement. It is, however, an excellent hyp¬ 
notic, and a useful remedy in the mild depressive conditions. _ Its 
advantages are its safety, its non-cumulative action (one patient 
took 179 grammes in forty-two days), and absence of prelimi¬ 
nary exciting stage and of subsequent bad effects.— Berlin, klin. 
Wochensckr., No. 40, 1883. 


Metallo-therapy. —Dr. Grace Peckham discusses the vari¬ 
ous theories put forth to explain the facts of metallo-therapy. 
Evidence is also brought to show that metallo-therapy forms an 
actual tangible addition to therapeutical science. 

Dr. Peckham thinks that the theory of expectant attention must 
be set aside as inadequate to explain the phenomena of metallo- 
therapy. The electrical theory, the thermo-electrical theory, the 
“ theory of molecular motion and change of rhythm,” are all only 
more or less plausible hypotheses.— Archives of Medicine , Oct., 
1883. 


A New Operation for the Cure of Masturbation.— 
Dr. Timothy Hays reports three cases in which he has relieved 
masturbation by resecting the spermatic ducts. 
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The operation, which was the same in all three cases reported, 
was as follows : 

An incision midway between the external inguinal ring and the 
testis laid bare the duct, from which a half inch was resected, and 
the slight wound closed by sutures. 

By this operation, leaving behind it no deformity of the geni¬ 
tals, he succeeded in improving the mental and physical condition 
of his patients, while the sexual appetite was as effectually de¬ 
stroyed as by castration .—Boston Med. and Surg. Jour., Aug. 9, 
1883. 


Sulphate of Duboisine in the Treatment of Exoph¬ 
thalmic Goitre. —M. Desnes reports three cases of exophthal¬ 
mic goitre treated by the subcutaneous injection of the neutral 
sulphate of duboisine (one half to one milligramme daily, accord¬ 
ing to the tolerance of the individual). In three cases the 
amelioration has been most marked : the projection of the eyeballs 
decreased ; the palpitations became less severe ; the general 
health improved ; and the throbbing at the thyroid vessels became 
less. On the cessation of treatment the amelioration diminished. 
The experiments have not been sufficiently numerous as yet to de¬ 
termine whether the cure is permanent. In two cases the remedy 
had to be stopped, the patients complaining of a feeling of intoxi¬ 
cation, cramps, and formication in the gluteal region and at the 
back of the thighs, etc .—Glasgow Medical Jour.; Weekly Med. 
Rec. 


Irritable Brain Cured by Rest and Hydropathy.— 
Mr. Charles B. Francis relates the history of an Indian medical 
officer, aged thirty-three, who suffered from “ irritable brain,” or, 
as it would be called here, cerebral hypergemia or brain exhaust¬ 
ion. The case was not relieved until he had given up all kinds 
of work and left India. Mr. Francis says : 

The case is encouraging, as showing the value of what is so fre¬ 
quently lost sight of in the treatment of disease, viz., physiological 
rest; and that if this rest be insisted upon, good results will gen¬ 
erally follow. No treatment in such a case as this, however 
judicious, could be expected to succeed without it. This kind of 
‘ head ” is not at all uncommon in India, especially after sun¬ 
stroke ; and the most economical remedy, I believe, is to leave 
India at once for a prolonged sojourn at home. Lord (when Sir 
John) Lawrence used to divide his executive officers in the Pun¬ 
jab into two classes—men with brains but no stomachs, and men 
with stomachs but no brains. The extreme heat of the Punjab, 
co-operating with much mental labor, is apt to induce a train of 
symptoms in the brain similar to those from which F. C. suffered; 
and persons so suffering are said to have the “ Punjab head ”—a 
man feels that he has a head. It may here be stated broadly, 
that those who are at all liable to “ go in the head ” should avoid 
India. 



